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About the Course Authors
Keith J. Karnok, Ph.D., professor of agronomy at the University 
of Georgia, is the project developer, editor, and author of the 
course. With more than 30 years of warm- and cool-season 
turfgrass experience, Karnok has authored more than 250 
publications in turfgrass management and is a frequent speaker 
at regional, national, and international turfgrass educational 
programs. Karnok is well recognized in his field both nationally 
and internationally. He has a B.S. in agriculture and an M.S. in 
agronomy from the University of Arizona, and earned a Ph.D. 

in Agronomy from Texas A&M University. Karnok has attained the status of “Fellow” 
in the American Association for the Advancement of Science, Crop Science Society 
of America, American Society of Agronomy, and the North American Colleges and 
Teachers of Agriculture. Fellow is the highest honor bestowed by a scientific society. 
His teaching awards include the “Josiah Meigs Award for Excellence in Teaching,” UGA’s 
highest teaching honor. 

Gil W. Landry, Jr., Ph.D., professor (retired) of turfgrass manage-
ment and coordinator for the Georgia Center for Urban Agricul-
ture at the University of Georgia, is the author of more than 350 
articles related to turfgrass science and is a regular presenter at 
national and state conferences. He has a B.S. in general agri-
culture, an M.S. in agronomy, and a Ph.D. in agronomy from 
Louisiana State University. For more than 24 years, Landry has 
been responsible for the development and implementation of 
statewide Extension Turfgrass Management educational pro-
gramming for UGA. He is a member of the International Turfgrass Society, the American 
Society of Agronomy, the Crop Science Society of America, the Sports Turf Managers 
Association (STMA; past president), the National Association of County Agricultural 
Agents, and the Council for Agricultural Science and Technology. Landry is a recipient 
of STMA’s highest award — “The Harry C. Gill Memorial Award.”

Bert McCarty, Ph.D., is a professor of horticulture at Clemson 
University, specializing in turfgrass management with emphasis 
on weed control and growth regulators. He is author and 
coauthor of more than 300 publications. McCarty is a member 
of several professional associations related to turfgrass 
management. A native of Batesburg, SC, he received a B.S. in 
agronomy and soils from Clemson, an M.S. in crop science from 
North Carolina State University, and a Ph.D. in plant physiology 
and plant pathology from Clemson. 
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Timothy R. Murphy, Ph.D., is a professor of weed science 
at the University of Georgia and is involved in research, 
teaching, and outreach educational programs. He has 
authored and coauthored numerous books and articles 
related to turfgrass weed science. Murphy completed 
his B.S. in agriculture at Berea College and his M.S. and 
Ph.D. at Clemson University. Murphy is a member of many 
professional green industry organizations.
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