GUIDANCE ON THE USE OF Al

The Georgia Science & Engineering Fair aligns with the Society for Science and the Regeneron ISEF Scientific Review
Committee's guidance on when it is acceptable to use generative Al in the development and execution of a research

I
GEORGIA SCIENCE+
ENGINEERING FAIR

project and how to properly cite this usage. The table below is adapted from Guiding Principles for Artificial
Intelligence in History Education, approved by AHA Council, July 2025.

Task

Could this be
acceptable use?

Under what conditions?

Ask generative Al to identify or summarize key points in

your bibliography.

an article before you read it. Use this as a starting point Yes Acceptable without explicit citation.
for your literature review.
Ask Al to summarize a book or article in your field. Never acceptable. as there has been no
Reproduce that summary in your literature review No enaa emer?t with'the book or source itself
without reading the book or article. 9ag ’
Acceptable, may require explicit citation
Use an Al chatbot as a writing tool to help generate Yes depending on circumstances. Maintain a
and develop ideas. logbook of your prompts as part of your
research notebook.
Never acceptable. This must be the
Use generative Al to initially write the research plan, No gt?izz(zzgeonrtrgﬁgtr(:\];meaﬁ:?fﬁginitial
abstract, paper or poster. document has been completed can be
done with explicit citation and a log.
Ask generative Al to write an abstract or section of your No Never acceptable
research paper. Submit as your own work. P :
You write an abstract. Ask Al to sharpen the language Yes ;Af\cccheapr;cate)lseszse \;Vslizgug eZﬁ)l:r: ﬁ'r:]aiifdnt%nly
but not modify, add to, or replace the main points. grammgar andgsgyntax y
Acceptable, only with explicit citation
Use Al to write initial code for your project. Yes stating which portions of the code were Al
generated and with a log of the prompts.
. . Image should be clearly marked as Al-
Ask generative Al to produce a flowchart, graphic, or Yes gengerated and with exglicit citation as to
image for a paper or presentation. how the image was created.
Write your research paper. Ask Al to add additional No Never acceptable
points to your research paper. P ’
Use Al to produce your conclusions, future steps, etc. No Never acceptable.
Use Al to help identify appropriate statistical tests or Acceptable. requires a log of vour bromots
software tools. (Interpretation of data must be done by Yes as aF?t of Iourqresearch %ote)t;ookp P
the student researcher.) P y ’
Use Al to collect data and write research plan. Use Al to No Never acceptable
provide citations that back up your claims. P ‘
Ask generative Al to produce a starter bibliography. No Never acceptable.
Ask generative Al to fix the structure or formatting of Yes Acceptable without explicit citation. You

must review and verify all citations as valid.

This document is a reformatted version of the Society for Science’s published guidelines on the use of generative Al (October 2025):
https://sspcdn.blob.core.windows.net/files/Documents/SEP/ISEF/2026/Rules/Generative-Al-Use-Table.pdf
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